
A New Life 
Audition Information 

Auditions…………………Wednesday, September 9th    @ 3:00 

Thursday, September 10th   @ 2:45 

Callbacks……………….. Friday, September 11th   @ 2:45 

Performances…………….November 12-14th  @ 7:00 

AUDITION GUIDELINES 

The audition will consist of a comedic/dramatic monologue of the 
student’s choice, which should be between 30 seconds and 1 minute.  Please try 
and keep your monologue within the time limit.  Longer does not necessarily 
mean better.  If you have any questions regarding the general auditions, please 
see Mr. Calvert. 

Auditions will take place in the Auditorium. 

Students are required to come prepared to the audition with the attached 
audition form completely filled out.  This will help with time management. 

SHOW SYNOPSIS:  

THE STORY: Takes place in a hospital during the war, and shows the struggles of 
a young mother to maintain her rights to bring up her child without interference 
from relatives. On one side of the family is a rich, deserving family who tries to 
control everything they touch.  On the other side is a hard working girl who 
works in the theatre trying to scrape by on a meager income, but is surrounded 
by happiness.  Caught in the middle, is a 1 week old baby which everyone wants 
to control.  A vividly realistic series of scenes, with amusing and tense scenes of 
human characterization. 

 



REHEARSAL SCHEDULE 

The rehearsal schedule for A New Life will be very demanding.  Besides 
unique character development, the average-size cast will be working very hard 
with script and character analysis, dramatic elements, blocking, and transitions. 
A commitment must be made to this show to make every rehearsal.  The 
following schedule will be closely followed… 

Monday     Tuesday     Wednesday Thursday Friday      Saturday 

2:45-5:30   2:45- 5:30   5:00-8:00 2:45-6:00 2:45-6:00 TBA 

No one may miss the last two weeks (tech week & production week) of the 
rehearsal process. No Exceptions. 

CASTING REQUIREMENTS  

This show has an average size cast including 8 males and 16 female parts. 
Some additional cast members might be added depending on auditions.  The 
entire cast must be qualified in the skills of characterization, analysis, and 
playing dramatic moments and being HONEST.   Some of the cast include… 

Miss Murphy 40, Head Floor Nurse, stout 

Miss Weatherby 50+, Floor Nurse 

Miss Hanson, Miss Devore Student Nurses 

Miss Zuckerman older, rich 

Miss Kleinberger broad and opulent 

Edith Cleghorne 24, sensitive, artist 

Olive Rapallo 24, beautiful, confident, spoiled 

Gus jensen 20, fair, rugged, and strong shoulders 

Dr. Acton middle-aged man, graying, aged, doctor
Sam Cleghorne 60, wealth & position, well-bred, authoritative 

Isabelle Cleghorne 50, attractive, strong willed 

Millicent Prince 25 , tall, delicate, patriotic, wealthy 



Capt. Robert Cleghorne 28-30, Captain, USAF,  handsome, toughened by 
military  

Charles Grover small, middle-aged man with artifical leg, Edie’s 
dad, veteran 

Several other Nurses, Anesthetist, and friends.  

 

MATERIAL SELECTION 

For the purpose of this show, please use a comedic/dramatic monologue 
from any printed play, NO ORIGINAL or FILM Materials.  Once a monologue has 
been found, please analyze it for content, style, and subtext.  Really try and 
understand the meaning of the text and discover the dramatic moments. 

Avoid climatic material, which requires great explanation or emotional intensity. 
Remember your material must have emotional peaks that are used effectively 
and honestly.  In addition, avoid dull and passive pieces that dwell on character 
or plot exposition.  Your character should be actively involved in overcoming 
obstacles in order to fulfill an immediate objective or decision. 

Think of your audition as a 1 minute one act play entitled "The Audition of (your 
name)", arranged by, produced by, and starring yourself.  Your audition should 
contain: 1) your entrance, 2) introduction of selection, 3) transition from yourself 
to character, 4) presentation of the selection, 5) transition back to yourself from 
character, and 6) a thank you. 

PRESENTATION 

Dress comfortably.  Do not try to costume yourself, and avoid apparel that 
contradicts your character.  Avoid hairstyles that might hide your face. 

Plan to use just one chair, or nothing, in your staging.  The focus should be on 
you, not the set design. 

No props should be used unless it is something you might normally carry (hand 
props). 

CALL BACK INFORMATION 

Call Backs will be on Friday, September 11th  from 2:45 pm to until we are 
finished.  The callback list will be posted Friday morning on the CALL BOARD 



outside Mr. Calvert’s room 213, Ms. Haga’s room, 105, and the auditorium.  Please 
review the character list before coming to callbacks.  

  JUST BECAUSE YOU DO NOT MAKE CALL BACKS DO NOT ASSUME THAT 
YOU ARE NOT BEING CONSIDERED FOR A PART IN THE CAST.  The final cast 
list will be posted at 7:30 am in the same locations as the call backlist on 
Monday, November 24th and online on theatre website 

Any QUESTIONS please see Mr. Calvert in Room 213. 

Good Luck ….  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 


