
 

‘The government is the strongest of which every man feels himself a part.” 

- Thomas Jefferson, 1807 

“It's important for the people to know that in a democracy, everything is not perfect, that 

mistakes are made.” 

- George W. Bush, 2004  

“Democracy must be learned by each generation.” 

- YMCA Youth & Government motto 

 

 

 

 
May 2012 

Welcome Governmental Warriors: 

 
In 2008, we wanted it – Change. But then it seemed to be more of the same. Change We Can 

Believe In? The Democrats. The Republicans. The Chinese? – wanted Change. The Tea Party 

Movement wants it. The Arizona legislature wants it….and so on. Our Founding Fathers believed 

that needed change could come only from, “We the (elite) People.”  You are among the best and 

brightest of Waubonsie Valley; can you change the country or the world or AP Government? It is 

not required for this class, but as we build, change and improve on the foundation set by the first 

five full-year advanced placement government & politics courses in Warrior history, we might 

find that CHANGE may be required for governments of the world. Egypt and Tunisia anyone? 

The “Facebook Revolutions,” good or bad? We have become blogging pundits, @ Political 

Warrior, become political campaign workers, and lobbying activists in the past. What changes we 

make together this year are yet to be seen, but promise to be exciting.  

 

Attached, please find the summer assignments for AP government and politics. (No Change Here, 

though I may add a new extra credit book). During this course we will use text books (cited 
below). Please e-mail (chris_wolak@ipsd.org) or call me at home 630-898-3592 if there are any 

questions or issues regarding these assignments. Also, please e-mail me your e-mail so I can put 

together a class list-serve for more efficient college-type communication. Our AP government 

blog  www.politicalwarriorwv.blogspot.com/ where we will share thoughts on the current topics 

of the day. . .(who knew. . .China is using American multi-national Microsoft to help ban blogs? 

Glad we live in a nation that values First Amendment communication?!....or do we?). During the 

school year, blog posts will earn you 10 extra credit points per semester. This year, you will 

create your own comparative blog. 

 

I hope you will all really “get into” this class that will cover American government through 

winter break and comparative governmental systems around the world after. My goal is to help 

you score a 5 on the AP tests (2), for sure, but more importantly and beyond that to become 

educated and engaged voters and watchers. As I have said to my traditional government classes, 

stealing from Kevin Klein’s character Dave, “You’re the GOVERNMENT!” Not only that, you 

will be changing and improving a solid foundation of this class. I look forward to shaping it with 

you. Have a great summer! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mr. Chris Wolak 

(chris_wolak@ipsd.org, work: 630-375-3585, home: 630-898-3592) 



     

    

    

Class TextsClass TextsClass TextsClass Texts    

1. Patterson, Thomas E. The American Democracy, with PowerWeb, 7
th
 ed. New York: McGraw-

Hill.  

2. Charles Hauss. Comparative Politics Domestic Responses to 

Global Challenges, 5th ed. Boston: Wadsworth/Thomson Learning, 

2005. 

    

AP Government Summer Assignments 

 
I. Read a newspaper/watch world/political news (even the “Daily Show”) –

Current events will play an important component in our curriculum, so keep 

up with summer events. Already much of significance has taken place (ie: 

Health Care Reform; Arizona Immigration Law; Greek Financial Woes; Gay 

Marriage; and more every day.  

II. Read “Hardball” & tie a Harball technique to current topics --  Chris 

Matthews outlines several “hardball techniques” in his book to give us insight 

into how the political game is played/won. A) Use three of these techniques to 

connect to three current political/governmental issues…one must be at the 

local level, one at the state level, and one on the federal level. For each 

connection, include an article on the issue and a short write-up explaining how 

the technique was used and who were the biggest “winners” or “losers.”  B) 

Using the technique of “Hang a Lantern on Your Problem,” give and support 

an example of a person or organization that has used this technique 

successfully/ or one that has not. C) Using the technique of “It’s not who you 

know, it’s who you get to know,” analyze the current political status of one of 

the following: Barrak Obama, John Boehner, Donald Trump, Sarah Palin, 

Keith Olbermann, Pat Quinn or Rahm Emmanuel. Hardball is 240 pgs. It is 
available used for $5.50 at amazon.com or check out buy.com. A book 
donated to the class when you are done will get you 5 extra credit points. 

 
** The attached Hardball Project will be used at the end of the first week of class. 
 

III. Read “Making Globalization Work” or “The World is Flat” and take a 
side on the global debate –  Globalization is a unit we will open with in the 

comparative portion of the class, but view from an American lens often during 

the first semester. Joseph Stiglitz’s book explains the functions and powers of 

the main institutions that govern globalization. Thomas Friedman’s book says 

globalization is ushering in an era of globalization in which the playing field 

is leveled. Using supports from the book you read, write a 1-2 page position 

paper with the following topical ideas as a guide post: 



•••• Globalization is good in theory but bad in institutional practice;  (Stiglitz) 

•••• Globalization is good for developed countries, less good for less 

developed countries or vise-versa; (Stiglitz) 

•••• The IMF, World Bank, United Nations, G-8 should be more/less powerful; 

(Stiglitz) 

••••  Is the idea of globalization a “winner” or a “loser” in America? (Both) 

•••• Globalization is a positive force around the world (Stiglitz) 

•••• Are the 10 flatteners (Friedman) valid? Which require computers to be 

effective? 

•••• What will a ‘Flat World ‘mean to the world’s poor? (Friedman) 

•••• Assess Friedman’s statement: “In China today, Bill Gates is Britney 

Spears. In America today, Britney Spears is Britney Spears -- and that is 

our problem." (Friedman) 
  

 Following your paper which will be due to me a week before school starts 
(to my WVHS mailbox, or e-mailed to me by August 20), you will be 

placed on a side as we debate the merits of globalization in class on Sept. 5. 

“Making Globalization Work” is 306 pgs.  It is available used for $ 9.00 
at amazon.com or check out buy.com. A donated book when you are done 
will get you 5 extra credit points. “The World is Flat” is 496 pgs. It is 
available for $18.99 used at amazon.com 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

AP Government Summer Books  
Hardball, by Chris Matthews 
Amazon.com 
Hardball, first published in 1988, is like a modern version of Machiavelli's The Prince, only 

much more richly illustrated, with anecdotes drawn from talk-show host Chris Matthews's stint 

as a congressional staffer (where he worked for, among others, renowned Speaker of the 

House Tip O'Neill). Discussing such basic principles as "It's not who you know; it's who you get 

to know" and "Don't get mad, don't get even--get ahead," Matthews not only dishes out choice 

Washington insider info, he has over the years inspired many readers to apply his principles 

for political success to their own professional lives.  



 
Making Globalization Work, by Joseph Stiglitz 

 

Stiglitz's seminal Globalization and Its Discontents (2002) argued that globalization 

has not benefited as many people as it could, a failure attributable to structural flaws 

in international financial institutions as well as limited information and imperfect 

competition. With this selection, the Nobel Prize-winning economist suggests a host 

of solutions by which globalization can be "saved from its advocates" and made safe 

and worthwhile for the poor and rich alike. Each chapter examines, in some depth, 

an obstacle to equitable globalization (the burden of massive national debt, for 

example) and provides a set of possible solutions (a return to countercyclical lending 

and development of international bankruptcy laws, for example). Many of Stiglitz's 

proposals echo the familiar litanies of developing nations in the Doha round of 

international trade talks, but several, such as those drawing upon East Asia's 

experiments in contained progress, are innovative enough to warrant books of their 

own. Fairly accessible for a work of macroeconomics, this is a worthy counterpoint to 

Thomas Friedman's popular The World Is Flat (2005).  
 

 

The World is Flat: Brief History of the 21st Century, T. Friedman 
Thomas L. Friedman is not so much a futurist, which he is sometimes called, as a presentist. 

His aim, in his new book, The World Is Flat, as in his earlier, influential Lexus and the Olive 

Tree, is not to give you a speculative preview of the wonders that are sure to come in your 

lifetime, but rather to get you caught up on the wonders that are already here. The world isn't 

going to be flat, it is flat, which gives Friedman's breathless narrative much of its urgency, and 

which also saves it from the Epcot-style polyester sheen that futurists--the optimistic ones at 

least--are inevitably prey to.  

What Friedman means by "flat" is "connected": the lowering of trade and political barriers and 

the exponential technical advances of the digital revolution have made it possible to do 

business, or almost anything else, instantaneously with billions of other people across the 

planet. This in itself should not be news to anyone. But the news that Friedman has to deliver 

is that just when we stopped paying attention to these developments--when the dot-com bust 

turned interest away from the business and technology pages and when 9/11 and the Iraq 

War turned all eyes toward the Middle East--is when they actually began to accelerate. 

Globalization 3.0, as he calls it, is driven not by major corporations or giant trade 

organizations like the World Bank, but by individuals: desktop freelancers and innovative 

startups all over the world (but especially in India and China) who can compete--and win--not 

just for low-wage manufacturing and information labor but, increasingly, for the highest-end 

research and design work as well. (He doesn't forget the "mutant supply chains" like Al-Qaeda 

that let the small act big in more destructive ways.) Friedman tells his eye-opening story with 

the catchy slogans and globe-hopping anecdotes that readers of his earlier books and his New 

York Times columns will know well, and also with a stern sort of optimism. He wants to tell 

you how exciting this new world is, but he also wants you to know you're going to be trampled 
if you don't keep up with it. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hardball Project 

In the book Hardball, Chris Matthews defines the title term: 

"Hardball is clean, aggressive Machiavellian politics. It is the discipline of gaining and 

holding power, useful to any profession or undertaking, but practiced most openly and 

unashamedly in the world of public affairs". 

Matthews supports his observations and conclusions with quotes from a variety of 

sources. Below are a list of political maxims, from Hardball and a series of quotes from 

the book. Your task is to choose any 10 quotes and for each quote: 

(a) Describe the context of the quote, giving appropriate details including the speaker 

and background of the quote 

AND 

(b) Explain its meaning using one of the listed political maxims. 

Political Maxims- 

What've ya done for me lately? 

All politics is local. 

It's better to receive than to give. 



Triangulation 

Dance with the one that brung ya. 

Keep your enemies in front of you. 

Don't Get Mad; Don't Get Even; Get Ahead. 

Leave no shot unanswered. 

Hang a Lantern on Your Problem. 

Politics = Power 

Only talk when it improves the silence. 

Positioning. 

Retail politics. 

The quotes are taken from the latest edition of Hardball: 

1. "He's not going to win. It's a Republican district. He'd be better for us is he loses. He'll 

work for me. He'll bring his organization with him." 

2. No, Ronald Reagan is a man of the media: the Great Wholesaler ... he was positioning 

himself with enormous science, establishing himself in the public mind not as an aloof 

head of government but as the man next door. Every action was designed to make him 

appear close to the people and distant from the government. 

3. "I've lived across the street from you for 18 years ... I shoveled your walk in winter. I 

cut your grass in summer ... I didn't think I had to ask you for your vote. He never forgot 

her response. 'Tom, I want you to know something: people like to be asked.'" 

4. "Better to have them p....n' inside the tent than outside p....n' in." 

5. ... the elections of 1994 were a rough slap in the face. His party lost control of both 

houses of Congress for the first time since 1954 ... Rather than join his fellow Democrats 

in defeat, he took advisor Dick Morris's advice ... "parroting the rhetoric of the 

congressional Democrats would merely be sharing the storm cellar with them ... 

Adopting the Republican agenda begged the question. The president needed to take a 

position that blended the best of each party's position." (DO NOT USE POSITIONING 

TO EXPLAIN THIS QUOTE) 

6. "... His message came across clear and appealing ... He described America as a country 

'where no Catholic prelate would tell the President -- should he be a Catholic - how to act 



and no Protestant minister would tell his parishioners for whom to vote. This is a country 

where religious liberty is so indivisible that an act against one Church is treated as an act 

against all." 

7. "Florida Senator, Lawton Chiles, rejected the well-tailored dark blue suit so 

fashionable in D.C. 'When I dress like that, no one comes up to me in the airport to say 

hello.'" 

8. "We succeed in enterprises which demand the positive qualities we posses, but we 

excel at those which also make use of our defects"...(relate to Ed Muskie) 

9. The waiter said, "Well, maybe you don't know who I am." "Well, as a matter of fact, I 

don't ... who are you" "I'm the guy who's in charge of the butter." 

10. "Cry Baby", screamed the headline of the New York Daily News above a picture of 

Newt in diapers. "Newt's Tantrum: He closed down the government because Clinton 

made him sit at the back of the plane." 

11. "Don't give it all at once. Give five thousand at the start and indicate they can come 

back for more if they need it. Halfway through the campaign, they'll be back. This time 

give them another five thousand and indicate that is all you intend to contribute. About a 

week before the election, they'll be some desperate for money that someone will suggest 

that maybe you can be induced to come to the rescue..." 

12. "It's been said that I'm not the most compelling speaker, and there are actually those 

who claim that I don't always communicate in the clearest, most concise way. Well, I 

may not be the most eloquent ... and I may somtimes be a little awkward ... but there is 

nothing self-concious in my love of country. I am a quiet man, but I hear the quiet people 

others don't. The ones who raise a family, pay the taxes, met the mortgages." 

13. "JFK would call 5 or 6 ... LBJ would take 19 names and call them all." 

14. "The purpose of the war room was not just to respond to Republican attacks ... It was 

to respond to them fast, even before they were broadcasted or published, when the lead of 

the story was still rolling around in the reporter's mind..." 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


